
 
 

 

 

 

Via electronic mail 
 
July 15, 2013 
 
Neil Kornze, Principal Deputy Director 
The Bureau of Land Management 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
Email: nkornze@blm.gov 
 
Dear Mr. Kornze: 
 
On behalf of The Humane Society of the United States (The HSUS), I am 
writing to express our deep concerns about the living conditions for the 1,800 
wild horses currently held at the Palomino Valley National Adoption Center 
(PVC) near Reno, Nevada and to urge the BLM provide these animals with 
adequate shelter. 
 
Nevada is experiencing record heat with temperatures last week exceeding 100 
for at least five consecutive days. We recently learned that in response to the 
extreme weather conditions, the BLM has installed a sprinkler system and this 
is a critical step, but is no substitute for the relief that shade provides to animals 
in desert terrains during the hottest months of the year. 
We were surprised to read on the BLM’s “From the Public” response to the 
public’s concerns about the welfare of these animals: 
 
http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/whbprogram/history_and_facts/from_the_p
ublic.html#shelter 
 
While we agree that “wild horses and burros are accustomed to open 
environments,” needless to say, PVC is not an “open environment” where these 
animals can seek shade if need be. For the BLM to claim that the agency is 
meeting their needs because the animals “do well coping” in hot temperatures 
is, with all due respect, a complete cop out. To “cope” means to “survive” – 
regardless of the weather conditions, animals held by the BLM should not have 
to simply “cope” in short-term holding facilities. The point of a short-term 
holding facility is to prepare these animals for adoption so they should thriving 
– not just surviving – in these facilities.  
 
BLM also claims that “No illness or ill effects have occurred as a result of the 
animals not having shade, not now and not in the past” Since, to the best of our 
knowledge, BLM has not conducted necropsies on the animals that have died at 
PVC since the heat wave began, there’s no way for BLM to make that claim 



with absolutely certainty, but even if there were, just because these animals have not become 
sick or died from lack of shade does not mean they have not suffered unnecessarily as a result. 
 
Like food and water, shelter is a basic need for any animal held in captivity, and contrary to 
BLM’s claims, wild horses are no different. BLM requires adopters to provide shelter for 
animals in their care. All we’re asking is for BLM’s holding facilities to meet the same standards 
required for potential adopters. For these reasons, not only should the BLM immediately provide 
adequate shelter for the 1,800 animals in their care at the PVC facility, the agency should also 
expedite plans provide shelter for animals at all of its short-term holding facilities. 
 
I can be reached using the contact information listed below if you wish to discuss this issue. In 
the meantime, we sincerely hope the BLM will quickly move to do the right thing by the animals 
at PVC and install adequate shelter as soon as possible. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Holly Hazard, Senior Vice President 
Programs & Innovations 
The Humane Society of the United States 
Tel: 301-721-6484 
Email: hhazard@humanesociety.org 
 
 

 

 

 


